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What is RDA?
RDA is an international member-based organisation focused on the 
development of infrastructure and community activities that reduce 
barriers to data sharing and exchange, and the acceleration of data 
driven innovation worldwide.

With more than 7,000 members globally representing 137 countries, 
RDA includes researchers, scientists and data science professionals 
working in multiple disciplines, domains and thematic fields and from 
different types of organisations across the globe. 

RDA is building the social and technical bridges that enable open sharing of 
data to achieve its vision of researchers and innovators openly sharing data 

across technologies, disciplines, and countries to address the grand challenges 
of society.

rd-alliance.org/about-rda
CC BY-SA 4.0
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Vision
Researchers and innovators openly 
share data across technologies, 
disciplines, and countries to address 
the grand challenges of society

Mission
RDA builds the social and technical 
bridges that enable open sharing of 
data

CC BY-SA 4.0
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What does RDA do?

Members come together through self-formed, volunteer, focused Working 
Groups, exploratory Interest Groups to exchange knowledge, share 

discoveries, discuss barriers and potential solutions, explore and define 
policies, and test as well as harmonise standards to enhance and facilitate 

global data sharing & re-use

RDA members collaborate together across the globe to tackle numerous 
infrastructure & data sharing challenges related to:

❖Reproducibility
❖Data preservation
❖Best practices for domain 

repositories
❖Legal interoperability

❖Data citation
❖Data type registries
❖Metadata
❖and so many more!

rd-alliance.org/about-rda
CC BY-SA 4.0
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Who Can Join RDA?
Any individual or organisation, regardless of profession or discipline, 
with an interest in reducing the barriers to data sharing and re-use and 
who agrees to RDA’s guiding principles of:

◦ Openness

◦ Consensus

◦ Balance

◦ Harmonization

◦ Community-driven

◦ Non-profit and technology-neutral

Individual Membership is free @ 
https://www.rd-alliance.org/user/register

rd-alliance.org/get-involved.html
CC BY-SA 4.0
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Getting involved

Individuals

Drivers

Contributors

Observers

Organisations
 Insight

 Adopt

 Drive

National level
✓ Coordination & Knowledge 

Exchange, Strategy & / or 
Implementation

• Members

• WGs-IGs-BoFs

• Requests for 
Comments

• Plenaries

• Members
• WGs-IGs-BoFs
• RfCs
• H2020 projects
• Adoption / 

Uptake

• Papers & Events

• Meetings & Fora

• Training & Workshops

• Uptake pilots

www.rd-alliance.org/get-involved.html 6



Why Join RDA?
Individual RDA Member Benefits

◦ Contribute to acceleration of data 
infrastructure development

◦ Work and share experiences with 
collaborators throughout the world

◦ Access to extraordinary network of 
colleagues with various levels of 
experience, perspectives and practices

◦ Gain expertise in data science regardless of 
whether one is a student, early or seasoned 
career professional

◦ Enhance the quality and effectiveness of 
personal work and activities

◦ Improve one’s competitive advantage 
professionally and positioning oneself for 
leadership within the broader research 
community

Organisational RDA Member 
Benefits

◦ Provide an organisational perspective on 
the work of RDA and ability to influence 
RDA’s direction 

◦ Assist in implementation of RDA Outputs

◦ Receive regular updates on the work of the 
RDA

◦ Attend Organisational Assembly meetings 
and vote on proposed policies for 
consideration by the RDA Council and for 
members of the Organizational Advisory 
Board

◦ Provide advice to the Council through the 
Organizational Advisory Board

◦ Be recognized on the RDA Website and at 
RDA Meetings as a supporter of data 
interoperability

www.rd-alliance.org/get-involved.html
WWW.RD-ALLIANCE.ORG
@RESDATALL 7



44 Organisational 

Members

RDA Organisational & Affiliate Members

8 Affiliate 

Members 

https://rd-alliance.org/organisation/rda-organisation-affiliate-members.html 8



rd-alliance.org/about-rda
CC BY-SA 4.0

137 Countries

Total RDA community members 7,017

RDA 
worldwide

growth
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RDA Interest (IG) & 
Working Groups (WG) by Focus 

rd-alliance.org/groups
CC BY-SA 4.0

Total 93 groups:  
32 Working Groups & 61 Interest Groups
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Domain Science – focused: Agriculture, Bio-informatics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Environment, Health, Linguistics, Marine, …
Partnership Groups: RDA/NISO, RDA/WDS, ELIXIR Bridging Force IG, …

Reference and Sharing– focused: Citation, Provenance, Repositories 
Interoperability, Reproducibility, Security, Storage, …
Community Needs - focused: Certification and Accreditation for Data Science 
Training, Early Career and Engagement, Teaching TDM, Summer Schools in Data 
Science, …

Data Stewardship and Services – focused: Brokering, DMPs, Publishing Data, 
Libraries for Research Data, Policy Standardisation, Preservation, Versioning, …
Base Infrastructure – focused: Array Database, Data Type Registries, Metadata 
Standards, PIDs, Vocabularies, Federated Identity Management…



The Early Career Researcher IG
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What is it?
- Interest Group focusing on Early Career Researchers and Professionals as well as 

newcomers to RDA 

- Safe place for researchers to ask questions, promote research and network across 
domains

Objectives
- Create communication channels between ECRs and more experienced ones -> 

Mentoring programme: https://github.com/fpsom/rda-
eceig/blob/master/mentoring-guidelines.md

- Encourage interdisciplinary  research

Subscribe to learn more and join the community! 
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/early-career-and-engagement-ig

Twitter: @rdaeceig

https://github.com/fpsom/rda-eceig/blob/master/mentoring-guidelines.md
https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/early-career-and-engagement-ig


THE RDA OUTCOMES LEGEND

Recommendations: are the flagship outputs of RDA. They are 
RDA’s equivalent of the “specifications” or “standards” that 
other organisations create and endorse. The process for 
creating and endorsing these is already defined.

Supporting Outputs: are the outputs of RDA WGs and IGs that 
are fruit of RDA work, but are not necessarily adoptable 
bridges. “Upon request”, these sort of outputs go through a 
community comment period and if no major objections or gaps 
are identified they get the RDA Brand.

Other Outputs: include workshop reports, published articles, 
survey results, etc. Anything a WG or IG wants to register and 
report. Upon request, these are published and discoverable on 
the RDA website but have no level of endorsement.

RDA Recommendations & Outputs

rd-alliance.org/recommendations-and-outputs/all-recommendations-and-outputs 

CC BY-SA 4.0
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RDA Recommendations & Outputs



RDA in Europe and 
at National level
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It builds on existing networks to create a European network of nodes to enhance Member State cooperation and
support of RDA in many European countries & vice versa the representation of EU countries in RDA Global

RDA Europe, RDA Europe 4.0 project 
and the RDA national nodes

9 National Nodes from the set-up of RDA Europe 4.0
13 more to be on-boarded in the course of the project

RDA needs to synchronise between the 
Global, European, regional-national efforts!

Deliver at global level as well as locally! 
The "Glocal" approach!

RDA Europe is the European plug-in to the global initiative 
Fosters and grows the European participation/uptake to RDA

RDA Europe 4.0: the latest support action for RDA in Europe!
5 partners and 9 third parties, 27 months from Feb 2018
3,5 M Euros: 1,1M for the 9 National Nodes

Main objective is to expand the RDA community in Europe 



The role of an RDA National Node?

A network of national and regional “nodes” is an essential and fundamental component of the 
growth, consolidation and sustainability of RDA in Europe ( extract: RDA EU3 Review)

-> Supports data research at the national / local level

- Synergises with national, European and global initiatives

- Interacts with national research funding bodies

- Promotes the RDA vision and uptake of RDA results

- Acts as a key point in researchers communication with the RDA Global

- Contributes to the definition of European data policies

- Contributes to the definition of RDA’s strategy (participation in RDA processes

and Governance)

- Catalyses participation in the European cascading grants and open calls,
defining future research priorities



RDA Europe 4.0 Cascading Grants

5 types of grants

Early Career Programmes 
◦ For Individuals
◦ travel & support grants (1.750€ each, max. 28 grants = 49.000€)

Adoption Grants
◦ For Organizations
◦ Mini-projects support grants (15.000€ each, max. 8 grants = 120.000 €)

Expert Grants
◦ For Individuals
◦ Contributions to WGs or IGs (5.000€ each, max. 12 grants = 60.000 €)

Ambassador Programme
◦ For Individuals
◦ Targeting Community champions, Effort for time & travel (5.000€ each, max. 12 grants = 60.000 €)

Further National Nodes (beyond Greece)
◦ For Organizations
◦ 13 new nodes in 3 waves (total of 462.000€)

Total 751.000 €

23/10/2018 WWW.RD-ALLIANCE.ORG - @RESDATALL



Greece and RDA
Around 110 RDA members in Greece
RDA EU relevant events/achievements/: 

◦ Engagement with South Eastern Europe (SEE), Med & Caucasus 

◦ https://www.rd-alliance.org/groups/rda-south-eastern-europe

◦ Multi-nation workshop in Athens, June 2015

◦ 80 participants -150 members in the mailing list

◦ Regional platform as a forum on data issues across disciplines 

◦ Between local efforts in RDA & ESFRI projects

◦ Other multi-disciplinary events: 

◦ Wheat and Fisheries Datathons: 

◦ https://www.rd-alliance.org/group/rda-south-eastern-europe/event/innovating-
wheat-community-through-rda-services-and-outputs

◦ https://www.rd-alliance.org/group/rda-south-eastern-europe/event/rda-europe-
bluebridge-datathon-fisheries-and-aquaculture-15-16

◦ Strong networks in Agro & Food, Bio & Health, Environment, Humanities & 
Engineering sectors

23/10/2018 WWW.RD-ALLIANCE.ORG - @RESDATALL 18
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RDA Greek National Node: 
ATHENA RIC

“ATHENA” Research & Innovation Centre: Key partner in first 3 RDA EU 
projects – involved in RDA Secretariat, Sustainability Task Force document 
leader, Atlas of Knowledge (mindmaps), Webinars

Engaged in other major EU and national projects (incl’ national roadmap): 
◦ OpenAIRE, supporting the EU and ERC Open Access initiatives

◦ OpenMinTeD, e-Infra on Text & Data Mining (TDM) of scientific/scholarly content

◦ HELIX, National Digital Infrastructure for Research (with GRNET)

◦ ELIXIR-GR, Managing and analysing biological data (national ESFRI project 
component)

◦ APOLLONIS, Infrastructure for Digital Arts, Humanities and Language Research & 
Innovation

Engagement via the Information Management Systems Institute- IMSI 

23/10/2018 WWW.RD-ALLIANCE.ORG - @RESDATALL 19

https://www.openaire.eu/
openminted.eu/
https://www.elixir-europe.org/about-us/who-we-are/nodes/greece
https://www.imsi.athenarc.gr/


GR National Node activities
- Creation, organisation and management of a national / regional RDA 
community

- Interaction with national research funding bodies and RDA 
governance

- Promotion of open calls for EU participation in RDA (plenary meetings, 
support programs, ambassadors, early career programs, etc.)

- Organisation of events (meetings, workshops, training courses etc.) to 
disseminate & promote RDA activities and outputs

◦ → First event 15-16 October 2018 under the auspices of national 
OpenAIRE event (tbc)

- Dissemination of RDA activities and outputs, at national –regional 
levels (encouraging participation in RDA activities and adoption of outputs, 
leveraging on the knowledge of the local research system)

23/10/2018 WWW.RD-ALLIANCE.ORG - @RESDATALL 20



Need for 
cooperation/coordination!
- Multiple initiatives working on national nodes:

◦ HELIX, National Digital Infrastructure for Research
◦ OpenAIRE – National Open Access Desks (NOADs)
◦ European Open Science Cloud projects (EOSCpilot, EOSC Hub)
◦ e-Infrastructure Reflection Group (e-IRG): Open questionnaire sent to 

national delegates
◦ GSRT Working Group on national policy for Open Science
◦ Domain-specific national nodes: 

◦ ELIXIR-GR, Managing and analysing biological data (national ESFRI project component)

◦ APOLLONIS, Infrastructure for Digital Arts, Humanities and Language Research & Innovation 
(DARIAH-CLARIN components)

◦ Cooperation also at regional levels (South Eastern Europe-Mediterranean)

- Multiple actors involved:
◦ Academy of Athens, ATHENA RIC, FLEMING (ELIXIR), GRNET, HEAL-Link 

(Libraries network), Hellenic Center for Marine Research (HCMR), ICS-
FORTH (Crete), National Documentation Center (NDC), Other actors in the 
National RI Roadmap

23/10/2018 WWW.RD-ALLIANCE.ORG - @RESDATALL 21
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rd-alliance.org/plenaries

To find out more visit: 
https://www.rd-alliance.org/plenaries/rda-twelfth-plenary-meeting-part-international-data-week-2018-gaborone-botswana

Digital Frontiers of Global Science
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RDA Global

Email - enquiries@rd-alliance.org

Web - www.rd-alliance.org

Twitter - @resdatall

LinkedIn -
www.linkedin.com/in/ResearchDataAlliance

Slideshare -
http://www.slideshare.net/ResearchDataAlliance

RDA Europe

Email - info@europe.rd-alliance.org

Twitter - @RDA_Europe

RDA US

Twitter - @RDA_US
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Thank you!

Yannis Ioannidis
Fotis Karayannis
Elli Papadopoulou

ATHENA Research & 
Innovation Centre

email: yannis@athena-
innovation.gr
fkara, elli.p@imis.athena-
innovation.gr


